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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
reconsideration of application 09/899,260 filed on July 13, 2007. 

The amendment and request for reconsideration contains no amendments to the 
claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 

Patent No. 7,075,666 B1 to Aiyama (further referred to as Aiyama), and further in view 



of US Patent No. 6,952,780 B2 to Olsen et al. (further referred to as Olsen). 
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Regarding claims 1-3, Aiyama discloses an information processing and electronic 
payment method (columns 1-8) comprising the steps of: 

Receiving, through a network, data including both processing data to be 
information-processed and electronic money by which payment for information 
processing is made (Figure 1; column 3, lines 52-61; column 6, lines 10-39; column 8, 
lines 6-7); 

Relating the received data to be information-processed with the electronic money 
by which payment for information is made (Figure 4; column 6, lines 10-39; column 8, 
lines 6-7); 

Making a request to determine whether the received electronic money is valid or 
not (column 7, lines 1-5; column 8, lines 6-7); and 

When the received electronic money is confirmed to be valid, automatically 
starting the processing of the processing data to be information-processed (column 7, 
lines 1-16; column 8, lines 6-7). 

Aiyama does not specifically disclose wherein the processing data and the 
electronic money are attached together. However, Olsen discloses where processing 
data and a means of billing for the processing of the data are attached together (column 
25, lines 33-42; column 59, lines 37-50) and where cards such as credit cards may be 
read by an attached card reader (column 5, lines 23-37). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to adapt the use of attaching information processing and a 
means of billing it as disclosed by Olsen to the information processing and payment by 
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electronic money as disclosed by Aiyama. The motivation would be to create an 
associated between the data in a job and the means by which the job is being paid for. 

Regarding claim 4, Aiyama discloses a system for making payment by electronic 
money (columns 1-8) comprising: 

A user side subsystem including a user's terminal (Figures 1 and 4), 

An electronic money issuer side subsystem including an electronic money 
issuing server (Figure 4), and 

A processor side subsystem including a data processor that performs a 
processing based on processing request data from the user (Figures 1 and 4), 

Wherein the user side subsystem, the electronic money issuer side subsystem 
and the processor side subsystem are connected to one another through a network 
(Figure 4), 

Wherein the user side subsystem transmits both the processing request data and 
electronic money data including electronic money issued by the electronic money issuer 
side subsystem together to the processor side subsystem (Figure 1 ; column 3, lines 52- 
61; column G, lines 10-39; column 8, lines 6-7); 

The processor side subsystem transmits the electronic money data to the 
electronic money issuer side subsystem (column 6, lines 10-67; column 7, lines 1-5; 
column 8, lines 6-7); 

The electronic money issuer side system determines whether the electronic 
money is valid or not (column 7, lines 1-5; column 8, lines 6-7); and 
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The processor side subsystem performs the processing based on the processing 
request data in accordance with a result of the electronic money validation and 
transmits a request for payment for the processing to the electronic money issuer side 
subsystem (column 6, lines 10-67; column 7, lines 1-16; column 8, lines 6-7). 

Aiyama does not specifically disclose wherein the processing data and the 
electronic money are attached together. However, Olsen discloses where processing 
data and a means of billing for the processing of the data are attached together (column 
25, lines 33-42; column 59, lines 37-50) and where cards such as credit cards may be 
read by an attached card reader (column 5, lines 23-37). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to adapt the use of attaching information processing and a 
means of billing it as disclosed by Olsen to the information processing and payment by 
electronic money as disclosed by Aiyama. The motivation would be to create an 
associated between the data in a job and the means by which the job is being paid for. 

Regarding claims 5-6, Aiyama discloses an electronic money processor (columns 
1-8) comprising: 

Receiving member which receives both processing request data transmitted from 
a user through a network and based on which a processing requested by the user is 
executed and electronic money data transmitted from the user through the network and 
including electronic money issued by an electronic money issuer (Figure 1 ; column 3, 
lines 52-61; column 6, lines 10-39; column 8, lines 6-7); 
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Memory in which the processing request data received by the receiving member 
is stored (Figure 1; column 3, lines 52-61); 

Transmitter which transmits the electronic money data received by the receiving 
member to the electronic money issuer to check whether the electronic money is valid 
or not (Figure 4; column 6, lines 10-67; column 7, lines 1-5; column 8, lines 6-7); and 

Execution controller which controls execution of the processing based on the 
processing request data corresponding to the electronic money data and stored in the 
memory in accordance with a result of the check of validity of the electronic money 
(column 7, lines 1-16; column 8, lines 6-7). 

Aiyama does not specifically disclose wherein the processing data and the 
electronic money are attached together. However, Olsen discloses where processing 
data and a means of billing for the processing of the data are attached together (column 
25, lines 33-42; column 59, lines 37-50) and where cards such as credit cards may be 
read by an attached card reader (column 5, lines 23-37). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to adapt the use of attaching information processing and a 
means of billing it as disclosed by Olsen to the information processing and payment by 
electronic money as disclosed by Aiyama. The motivation would be to create an 
associated between the data in a job and the means by which the job is being paid for. 

Regarding claim 7, Aiyama discloses an image forming apparatus comprising the 
electronic money processor as claimed in claim 5 (see rejection to claim 5 above), 
further comprising: 
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An image forming portion in which execution of the processing based on the 
processing request data is controlled by the execution control means of the electronic 
money processor (column 7, lines 1 -1 6). 

Regarding claim 8, Aiyama discloses an image forming apparatus comprising: 

Receiving member which receives both print data transmitted from a user 
through a network and electronic money data corresponding to the print data 
transmitted from the user through the network and including electronic money issued by 
an electronic money issuer (Figure 1 ; column 3, lines 52-61 ; column 6, lines 1 0-39; 
column 8, lines 6-7); 

Transmitter which transmits the electronic money data received by the receiving 
member to the electronic money issuer to check whether the electronic money is valid 
or not (Figure 4; column 6, lines 10-67; column 7, lines 1-5; column 8, lines 6-7); and 

Image forming portion which processes the print data in accordance with a result 
of the check of validity of the electronic money (column 7, lines 1-16). 

Aiyama does not specifically disclose wherein the processing data and the 
electronic money are attached together. However, Olsen discloses where processing 
data and a means of billing for the processing of the data are attached together (column 
25, lines 33-42; column 59, lines 37-50) and where cards such as credit cards may be 
read by an attached card reader (column 5, lines 23-37). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to adapt the use of attaching information processing and a 
means of billing it as disclosed by Olsen to the information processing and payment by 
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electronic money as disclosed by Aiyama. The motivation would be to create an 
associated between the data in a job and the means by which the job is being paid for. 

Regarding claims 9-14, Aiyama does not specifically disclose wherein the 
processing data and electronic money are attached together in a data packet including 
header information and print control command. However, Olsen discloses where 
processing data and a means of billing for the processing of the data are attached 
together (column 25, lines 33-42; column 59, lines 37-50), where cards such as credit 
cards may be read by an attached card reader (column 5, lines 23-37) and where 
information which defines a document and access thereto are contained in a header 
(column 2, lines 28-41; column 3, line 61 - column 4, line 6; column 7, lines 7-32; 
column 9, line 56 - column 10, line 13; column 12, lines 12-25). It would be obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt the use of a header with relevant document 
information and attaching information processing and a means of billing it as disclosed 
by Olsen to the information processing and payment by electronic money as disclosed 
by Aiyama. The motivation would be to create an associated via a print job header 
between the data in a job and the means by which the job is being paid for. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant has argued that nothing in Aiyama or Olsen shows, teaches or 
suggests attaching together processing data and electronic money for receipt through a 
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network or to a side subsystem or image forming apparatus as claimed in the present 
application. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner maintains the rejection of the claims, 
as detailed in the rejection above, and maintains that the combination of Aiyama and 
Olsen teach the claimed language of the present application. Aiyama teaches a 
network with an image forming apparatus and side subsystems for the processing of 
process data wherein payment in the form of electronic money is received for 
processing the data associated with each job (Figure 1 ; column 3, lines 52-61 ; column 
6, lines 10-39; column 8, lines 6-7) wherein the received data to be processed is related 
to the electronic money (Figure 4; column 6, lines 10-39; column 8, lines 6-7). 
Accordingly, Aiyama discloses associating payment by electronic money to a specific 
processing job. 

Olsen teaches a billing mechanism for which a billing principal is used wherein a 
print job is tagged with additional data at submission, wherein the data can be indicative 
of a billing mechanism (column 25, lines 33-42; column 59, lines 37-50), where cards 
such as credit cards may be read by an attached card reader (column 5, lines 23-37) 
and where information which defines a document and access thereto are contained in a 
header (column 2, lines 28-41 ; column 3, line 61 - column 4, line 6; column 7, lines 7- 
32; column 9, line 56 - column 10, line 13; column 12, lines 12-25). Accordingly, Olsen 
discloses where a job for processing has attached thereto information indicative of a 
billing mechanism and header information which contains user identifying data such as 
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credit card information as stored in the user table, where a document and a header are 
received for processing. 

Therefore, the combination of Aiyama and Olsen teach the claim limitations as 
set forth in the present application. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to combine the teachings pf Aiyama and Olsen, for clear tracking of payment associated 
with processing jobs. The Courts have stated that "[w]hen a work is available in one 
field of endeavor, design incentives and other market forces can prompt variations of it, 
either in the same field or a different one. If a person of ordinary skill can implement a 
predictable variation, §103 likely bars its patentability. For the same reason, if a 
technique has been used to improve one device, and a person of ordinary skill in the art 
would recognize that it would improve similar devices in the same way, using the 
technique is obvious unless its actual application is beyond his or her skill." KSR Int'l 
Co. v. Teleflex, Inc. 127 S. Ct. 1727, 1740, 92 USPQ2d 1385, 1396 (2007). 

In the instant case, the cited prior art references were available in the field at the 
time of the purported invention. The Applicant merely implemented a predictable 
variation of these existing methods in establishing his/her own invention. Such 
predicatability is based upon the fact that each incorporated method performs the same 
function and provides the same utility as originally intended in their pre-combination 
state. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached at 571-272-6702. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see <http://pair-direct.uspto.gov> . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Liversedge 
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